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‘TWICE UPON A TIME’
takes stage this weekend
For Spring Sing coverage, see pages 1B and 2B

Photo by AUDREY JACKSON

Spring Sing hosts, hostesses and ensemble dance underneath confetti during the dress rehearsal show finale April 14 in the George S. Benson Auditorium.
Spring Sing participants rehearsed April 12 and 14, leading up to the weekend performances.
ELIZABETH DILLARD
student writer
Spring Sing performances began Thursday
and will conclude Saturday, altering several
traditions to adhere to COVID-19 guidelines.
One of the primary deviations from a
typical Spring Sing show is that this year’s
shows did not occur Easter weekend for the
first time since 1999. While Spring Sing
has been performed on Easter weekend

for decades, the production was scheduled
for two weeks afterward this year due to
COVID-19: Many groups needed more
time and opportunities to rehearse so the
cast could be safely split into groups for
social distancing during rehearsals. Next
year, however, Spring Sing will return to
being performed Easter weekend.
While Easter is a part of many Harding
students’ and employees’ Easter weekend,
some took advantage of the less busy holiday

weekend this year. For some participants,
this date change created a change in holiday
traditions. According to an April 12 survey
conducted on the Harding Student Publication’s
Instagram account, 66% of respondents
said they typically attend Spring Sing, and
53% said they plan to attend this year. Of
the latter, 85% said they would attend in
person. Sixty-four percent of respondents
said Spring Sing was not typically a part of
their family’s Easter traditions, and 66% said

they did not go home for Easter weekend.
Among other alterations to typical Spring
Sing rules and traditions was clubs’ abilities
to sing during live performances. Cindee
Stockstill, recruiter and retention specialist
for the theater department, said masks and
social distancing had to be implemented
not only in all performances, but also in
all rehearsals and meetings.
SEE SPRING SING, PAGE 1B

National Science
Foundation awards James
Huff $575K research grant
BEN LANE
student writer

Photo by NAMON POPE

Dr. James Huff, associate professor of engineering, poses for a portrait in
his office in the Pryor-England Science Building on April 8. Huff’s award was
the most prestigious earned by an early-career Harding faculty member.

The National Science Foundation (NSF)
awarded Dr. James Huff, associate professor
of engineering, a CAREER grant on April 5
for his psychological research on professional
engineers and shame.
The grant is the most prestigious award
given to an early-career Harding faculty
member and the only CAREER grant to be
given at Harding. It is the 59th CAREER
grant awarded in the state of Arkansas and
only the sixth at an institution other than
the University of Arkansas since NSF’s
inception in 1994. His research, titled
“CAREER: Advancing academic cultures
of well-being by understanding professional
experiences of engineering faculty,” will be
funded with $575,000 over the course of five
years starting June 1. Huff is currently the
principal investigator for a different NSF
award, and this research, which Huff said
his new research “grew out of,” has been
published in the “Journal of Engineering
Education.”
“What became clear in my trajectory
of [previous] research is that when we’re
thinking about messages about what it means
to be an engineer, faculty get to play a key
role in those messages of who gets to be a
professional,” Huff said.
Rather than thinking of what the faculty’s
message should be, Huff said he became
more concerned with the “emotional state” of
faculty and how they experienced moments
of professional shame.
Huff ’s three objectives for the research
are to examine social and individual

experiences of failure and negative emotions
in engineering faculty, to examine how the
surrounding culture of engineering faculty
feeds into their experiences and what faculty
do to affect the culture around them, and
provide specific training for how to live well
in the engineering profession and as faculty
of the profession.
The research will be conducted by
a team of people f rom undergraduate
research assistants on Harding’s campus
to a postdoctoral researcher at Oregon
State University participating remotely.
Undergraduate researchers will be part of
his Beyond Professional Identity (BPI) Lab
over multiple semesters, and Huff said he
envisions the grant as an opportunity to fund
students to take on pieces of the research
as their own, which will contribute to the
objectives of the research.
Post-baccalaureate research associate
Mackenzie Sharbine, who works on Huff ’s
current NSF grant and will begin a Ph.D.
program in the fall, said that the funding
allows students to develop as researchers.
“I think it means more opportunities
for students … [because] departments don’t
necessarily have money to send students
to [conferences] with name recognition,”
Sharbine said.
Senior Laura Weber, who is currently
in the BPI lab, said that Huff is “deeply
ingrained in the world of research” and that
“he knows exactly what he is doing every
step of the way.”
“I think [Huff ] does an incredible job
of allowing students that he mentors to be
independent but still, if we need help, [he
is] there to provide help,” Weber said.
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Harding hosts first undergraduate research conference
MADISON MEEKS
student writer
Harding is hosting its first e ver
undergraduate research conference — the
Harding Undergraduate Research Conference
(HURC) — this weekend, with 28 students
participating from 27different disciplines
who will present their research findings.
The HURC consists of four sessions,
which began yesterday, April 15, and will take
place through Friday night in the American
Heritage Auditorium. The student presenters
and faculty will meet in person, and it will
be available for others to view online.
Along with Harding students and faculty
presenting research at the conference, alumnus
Dr. Kristopher Kyle, assistant professor of
linguistics and the director of the Learner
Corpus Research and Applied Data Science
Lab at the University of Oregon, will be
speaking.
This conference will also include two
major awards, including the Trey Carlock
Rising Scholar Award and the Alpha Chi
Faculty Scholar Award. The Trey Carlock
Rising Scholar Award, awarded by the
honors college, will recognize two students
who plan to attend a research-focused
graduate program with a committed
Christ-centered focus. The award will
include $1,300 in travel funds to be used
by the awardee in the upcoming academic
years to present their ongoing research at a
national conference. The Alpha Chi Faculty

Scholar Award will recognize two faculty
members who demonstrate a strong track
record of scholarly contributions to their
field and have mentored students to develop
a scholarly career. This award will consist of
$1,000 in professional development funds
to be used in the following academic year.
Each awardee will also make a 15-minute
presentation in chapel.
“I have heard some people say that academics
at Harding are a hidden gem,” Dr. James
Huff, associate professor of engineering,
said. “Well, I want our academic story to
be seen and appreciated for the gem that it
truly is, and the HURC is one way to make
the story of academic research well-known
and understood within our campus culture.”
In addition to his role in the engineering
department, Huff serves as the director of
academic fellowship and undergraduate
research, Honors College faculty fellow, and
director of engineering assessment. Huff
guides several students in their independent
and class-related research as they aim to
complete a thesis through an Honors contract.
“I am ridiculously excited about the
research being presented at the HURC,”
Huff said. “The students have led this work
under the guidance of faculty mentors, and
they are delivering some fresh insights on
original questions. While I will hear from
the student presenters at the upcoming
HURC, I envision that, for several of them,
I will be reading their finalized work in
peer-reviewed academic journals.”

Dean of the University College and
Dean of the Honors College Kevin Kehl
said Huff has done a great job facilitating
and organizing the first annual event, and
he looks forward to seeing what students
and faculty were able to produce.
“This conference will shine a light on
the great work that takes place on campus
through our faculty and students,” Kehl
said. “HURC will provide an opportunity
for students to share and display their work
and encourage other students. We are excited
to showcase our students’ work at Harding
and highlight what an excellent academic
institution Harding is.”
Junior Mary Grace Golden, a public
administration and communication studies
major, will represent Huff ’s thesis class, as
well as his Beyond Professional Identity
(BPI) lab. Golden is presenting her work,
“Political identity in first-time voting Christian
women: an interpretative phenomenological
analysis,” at the conference.
“I am very thankful for the work put
in to make this event happen, and I look
forward to the understanding, perspective and
growth that will result from this conference,”
Golden said.
Senior John Lim is an interdisciplinary
studies major and is also a part of Huff ’s
BPI thesis class. Lim will present his work,
“Hybridized spirituality in Singaporean
Christians.”
“This conference, beyond the academia
and networking and collective wisdom,

strikes me as an expression of hope,” Lim said.
“Even in this new format, it is evidence of our
God-given vitality — a refusal to admit defeat
and let external circumstances dictate who we
are and what we do. Meaningful work, study
and research [have] been done. Community
continues to form. And this, to me, is but a
foretaste of a world fully restored and healed.”
Senior English major Annesly Pruitt’s
research, “The face of love: Lewis’ view of
God and self in ‘Till We Have Faces,’” is
based on the theology of the C.S. Lewis
novel, “Till We Have Faces.”
“I am really glad Harding University
students are being encouraged to research,”
Pruitt said. “Students have the opportunity
to present their ideas and to have confidence
that their ideas have value and [their] research
can contribute to their field of study.”
Huff, Kehl and Dr. Jim Miller, associate
professor of communications, each said
they look forward to seeing students’ hard
work pay off and giving them a chance to
showcase their research.
“There is really great research happening
all around campus, and we are so very proud
of the students from all disciplines who are
doing great research,” Miller said. “This
conference is an opportunity to celebrate
that and to recognize outstanding research
across campus at the undergraduate level.
I am looking forward to hearing these
presentations and for the rest of the campus
to have the opportunity to hear about the
great research being done.”

Recruitment reaches prospective students in new ways
SOPHIA TOTH
student writer
Spring Sing has been a focal point for
University recruitment for generations. With
the recent changes made this spring to academic
organizations, social clubs, sports and campus
opportunities as a whole, recruitment has
also taken a twist as they have emphasized
and personalized one-on-one visits.
Kayla Ward, marketing and event
coordinator in the Admissions Office, began
exploring social media avenues this past year
to recruit younger generations. With the
help of student ambassadors, Ward began
to implement YouTube, Instagram, Twitter
and TikTok to reach prospective students
in a new way.
Spring Sing normally brings in hundreds
of visitors and prospective students but due
to COVID-19 regulations that was unable
to happen this year, Ward said Admissions is
using social media to include future students
in Spring Sing weekend events.
“It was not feasible to promote and plan
and be ready with COVID-19 restrictions
for that big of an event on that weekend,”
Ward said. “The goal is to let [prospective
students] know what Spring Sing is and let
them still be excited and ready to experience it
as a student, but not necessarily asking them
to come to campus and see it. We’ve done a
YouTube video about Spring Sing rehearsals.
We’re just trying to keep them engaged so
that they feel excited about Spring Sing
even though they won’t be here in person.”
With increased views and likes, the
YouTube channel and TikTok — run by
juniors and student ambassadors Mak
Oviedo-Rodriguez and Jake Ward — have
helped recruit prospective students for the
University.

Photo by CAROLINE PALMER

Visitors meet with an admissions employee for a one-on-one tour April 14. The Admissions Office altered some
recruitment techniques for the 2020-21 school year, focusing on technology and individualized tours, to adhere to
COVID-19 guidelines.
“I do really love Harding and the atmosphere
that surrounds it,” Oviedo-Rodriguez said.
“To be that door for prospective students to
be like, ‘Let us show you what it’s really like
to be a student here.’ We give the students the
college tour but behind-the-scenes. Showing
people that there is a wonderful opportunity
here has been an absolute thrill.”
Two Bison Bound events were scheduled
around the Spring Sing weekend to bring

potential students on campus. Despite
Admissions not focusing on the musical
competition, they have created several
alternative and personalized visits on campus
to bring potential students to Harding. Emily
Conner, an admissions counselor, explained
new tactics in the recruitment process.
“This year, we have been focusing on
working with students and their families
one-on-one so their visit is more personalized

and tailored to them,” Conner said. “Because
of our focus on recruiting in smaller groups,
we have been able to spread them across the
semester and better attend to their individual
needs.”
The first Bison Bound of the semester was
held last weekend, April 9-10, and another
will be held next weekend, April 23-24, for
future students.
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Called to love

Davis Rowan

Madalyn Van Eaton

Guest Writer

E

arlier this semester, I had a friend
tell me that they were having
homosexual feelings. If you have ever had
anyone trust you with that information, you
know what an honor it is to have a person
place so much trust in you. If you feel that
way yourself, then you know the fear and
anxiety that comes with telling someone
about such a critical aspect of your life.
Let’s stop and think about that though:
Why should a person have to experience
two negative emotions — fear and anxiety
— just to talk to someone else about the
attraction they are experiencing? Yet, too
often, people are terrified to tell anyone
about these feelings out of fear of being
mocked, abused, cast out or condemned to
hell. And who can blame them? You hear
stories of people being kicked out of their
homes by their parents because they feel
this way. You hear of the members of the
Westboro Baptist Church holding signs
on the side of the highway that read “Fags

Beat Reporter

Doom Nations” and “God Hates Gays.”
You hear heart wrenching stories of people
taking their own lives because of the cruel
bile that people spew at them. This is simply
not acceptable. This is not how God would
want us to treat each other.
We, as Christian servants of a loving
God, are called to be better than that. We
are called to love people unconditionally,
just as God loves us. First John 4:7-8 says,
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for
love comes from God. Everyone who loves
has been born of God and knows God.
Whoever does not love does not know God
because God is love.” Love is not shown
by marginalizing and mistreating people
because you find their sexual orientation to
be wrong. Love is not shown by degrading
a person because they feel differently than
you do. Love is not shown by hurting
someone, physically or emotionally, because
you find their feelings of attraction to be
counter to what you believe in.

'

Rather, love is shown by being caring
and kind to a person when you do not
fully understand what they are going
through. Love can be shown by listening
and being a safe space for someone who
feels scared to tell others about what they
are going through. Love can be shown by
being emotionally supportive, even if you
do not fully agree with a person’s feelings.
We need to be better at this, especially as
Christians. If someone trusts you enough
to tell you about these specific feelings
that come with so much fear, show them
respect by continuing to be a person they
can open up to. Whether or not you agree
with their thoughts about homosexuality,
at the end of the day, you are called to
love them.

'

DAVIS ROWAN is a guest writer
for The Bison. He may be
contacted at drowan@harding.edu.

'Pray it away'

Elena Fenner
Guest Writer

S

ince I was young, I have been a part
of the Church of Christ. For the most
part, I would say that this has been a force
for good in my life. That being said, there
have been some challenges. When I was in
middle school and high school, I began to
struggle with my mental health. I missed
a lot of school, so I started getting help.
In conversations I had with members and
people of the faith, I noticed that everyone
had something to say. I remember one
person telling me that I needed to “just
be happy” or “pray about it.” I chalk most
of these conversations up to ignorance;
however, at the time, these words did more
damage than good.
Some people would suggest verses to
me or Bible studies I could listen to online
that would help me get through these
struggles I was having inside my head. I
knew in my heart that this all came from
a good place — a God place — but the
more these comments were fed to me and

Sara McClaran
Student Writer

I

n this day and age, it feels like everyone
has an opinion, and everyone expects
everyone else to have an opinion on what
seems like every little issue. It’s good to
know what you think about controversial
issues, but the thing that we often forget
is that it is OK to not have an opinion, it
is OK to not know what your opinion is,
and it is OK to not express your opinion
even if you have one.
It’s OK to not have an opinion. Perhaps
both sides of the argument have merit, and
either option works for you. Perhaps the
issue doesn’t affect you. Perhaps it is as
inconsequential as where to go out to eat
or where to sit at church, and you literally
do not care. As long as a lack of an opinion
doesn’t keep you from stepping forward
and taking action when necessary, there
is no harm in it.

staffMadison Scott

the more I asked for help from Christians
around me, the more discouraged I got.
It wasn't until I had an appointment
with a Harding counselor that I realized
something. I was discussing some struggles I
was having in the session, and the counselor
suggested I read some verses and pray. I left
this session devastated. You see, my entire
life I have been given this message that if
my mental health was suffering then I was
not a good or faithful Christian — that I
didn't love God enough. I learned to blame
myself for my anxiety, for my depression,
and I stopped looking to the church for
help or for guidance. Instead, I started
looking to God. And God didn't work
in the way that I wanted. I asked him to
take away my anxiety; I asked him for an
escape. And here’s what I learned:
I learned that God answers prayers
with people. God doesn't take away our
problems just because we ask. He gives us
people, he gives us perspective, he gives

us resources, therapists, medications and
more. I had a conversation with someone
from my church congregation back home
who told me the most reassuring and
helpful statement I have ever heard since
my struggle with mental health began. She
said to me, “Your mental health is not a
reflection of your faith.” She assured me
that God does not work that way. God
doesn't punish our faithlessness by giving
us anxiety or panic attacks or any other
mental hurdles. God gives us comfort, and
he gives us people. There is enough shame
and stigma surrounding mental health
as it is. My hope is that by sharing these
thoughts and my experience that we can
all become more aware and sensitive to
those who have mental health challenges
so that the church can be a safe space to
share and to listen to those in crisis.
ELENA FENNER is a guest
writer for The Bison. She may be
contacted at efenner@harding.edu.

Think before you
speak
It’s OK to not know what your opinion
is. There are many reasons this might be
the case. For example, it could be a topic
that you know nothing about. Often it
is better to be quiet, learn, research and
understand all sides of an argument than
to be pressured by others into claiming
something that you really can’t support. It’s
not good to use that as an excuse to never
have any opinions or to avoid choosing a
side on a controversial issue, but if there is a
topic you are uncertain about, just say that.
We aren’t perfect, and we can’t be prepared
to understand every issue under the sun.
It’s OK to keep your opinion to yourself.
Perhaps the issue is unimportant and there
is no point starting an argument, even if
you have a strong opinion. Perhaps the issue
is extremely important to both people, but
they have opposite opinions and bringing

the same thing up again would simply be
too divisive and potentially harmful to their
relationship. Often, it is more important to
listen and understand the other side rather
than get defensive and start an argument.
The end result is that if you are someone
who likes to argue and debate, it is extremely
important to be aware of how important an
issue is and how important it is to discuss. It
is good to debate, but not everything should
be debated and not every subject can be
debated easily — when a discussion gets
personal, it gets dangerous and can easily
harm good relationships. So, sometimes,
it is OK to not have an opinion.
SARA MCCLARAN is a student
writer for The Bison. She may be
contacted at smcclaran@harding.edu.

'The LookingGlass Self'
I

recently encountered an interesting
sociological theory that has heightened
my senses to how a person’s view of self can
be influenced. Charles Cooley, an American
sociologist, proposed that people form their
self-image based on social interactions. These
social interactions provide a foundation for an
individual to analyze and absorb how other
people see them as their own self-image. Cooley
referred to this theory of social interaction
as “The Looking-Glass Self.” Other people’s
perceptions serve as a mirror for a person to
view themselves through.
For instance, I may arrive for my first
semester of college confident that I am
personable, charismatic and friendly, but
this view of myself may shift when I have a
negative interaction at a club mixer, when I
talk with someone and their eyes constantly
search the room for someone else to converse
with, when I am not invited to join a club. I
may enter the club process seeing myself one
way and exit with a totally altered perception
of who I am based off of the interactions
I had. I mentally reflect on what another
person thinks of me and accept that as the
truth about who I am. Social interactions
can either confirm how we see ourselves
or negate who we think we are; however,
not every social exchange has such severe
implications because the weight of another
person’s perception hinges on the nature of
your relationship with them.

When God looks at our
souls, he sees the image of
his son, Jesus Christ. We
do not have to speculate
how God feels toward us in
order to inform how we see
ourselves.
– Madalyn Van Eaton,
beat reporter

Reading about this social theory piqued
my thoughts. What mirrors am I allowing
myself to look into? Whose version of myself
have I accepted as absolute? Human beings
are faulty and flawed; as constant as we want
to be, our perceptions are in a constant state
of motion as a variety of factors influence
how we behave. We cannot look into mirrors
that are governed by the ever-changing
feelings of human beings to inform how
we see ourselves. Simultaneously, we must
be mindful of how our actions influence
other people; do not take small interactions
lightly, as you may be instrumental in the
way a person sees themselves.
Evaluate what mirror, what version of
yourself you allow yourself to reflect; whose
perception of you are you adopting as truth?
When God looks at our souls, he sees the
image of his son, Jesus Christ. We do not
have to speculate how God feels toward us
in order to inform how we see ourselves. His
constant nature of love and peace provides
a firm foundation to root our identity in. I
realize this practice is easier discussed than
implemented; I struggle with it daily. However,
I believe that asking questions and sharing
thoughts is the first step in integrating a more
holistic perception of ourselves into our daily
lives. So, how might our lives change if we
looked into mirrors that reflect God’s image
and accept his view of our identity as true?

MADALYN VAN EATON is a beat
reporter for The Bison. She may be
contacted at mvaneaton@harding.edu.
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Room
to learn
Madison Scott

Sophia Toth

Editor-in-Chief

Facing
unclarity
F

or Christmas, my mom gave me
a book of prayerful poems f rom
Commoners Communion. This small book
has an array of thoughtful yet raw prayers
and poems that mimic the psalms in many
ways. My original intention when I received
this book was to take the time to meditate
on a poem or two each day — maybe even
start and end my day with these prayers.
While I have unfortunately fallen victim
to stress and an overloaded to-do list this
semester, convinced I’m too busy to pause
and meditate, I read one of these poems
the other day that created a monsoon of
mixed emotions.
It reads, “Mist-dwelling Spirit, who
sees when I don’t see, and knows when I
don’t know; Help me see unclarity as holy
invitation and an opportunity to walk with
you in answerless devotion.” This prayer
jolted me because I knew it was certainly
what I needed to hear but far from what
I wanted to hear.
I have felt overwhelmed lately. This
is nothing new and nothing unique to
me, but I have been overwhelmed by the
inevitable change I am about to face and
the life and people I will soon leave. When
I think about what I am most concerned
about, it isn’t necessarily the bigger or more
obvious parts of the future. For whatever
reason, I’m not as worried about the exact
job I will find or the city I will live in.
Instead, my mind keeps thinking about
the smaller parts of life that I don’t have
to think twice about right now: Who will
I eat my meals with? What will my daily
commute look like? What will my bedroom
look like? I know these are small things,
but these are the things in my life right
now that are so natural, comfortable and
minute, and thinking about readjusting
those patterns and habits has gotten to
me the most. So, when I read that prayer,
“Mist-dwelling Spirit, who sees when I
don’t see, and knows when I don’t know,”
it caused me to pause.
So often in life, we attribute the more
substantial parts of life as requiring more
strength and trust, but when I think about
my life now, the commonplace has required
the most strength and has reaped the most
beautiful results. In the day-to-day, when
it’s easy to tune out and discredit the weight
of what occurs day in and day out, it has
created the nuanced and refining life I get
to lead. It has allowed me to experience
each day — with its various surprises,
challenges and routines — alongside people
who continue to shape me and make me
better. In these days is where the Spirit
intervenes on my walks to class and my
conversations with peers, even when I do
not notice.
So, as I press forward and enter the
daily and typical in a new capacity, I pray,
“Mist-dwelling Spirit, who sees when I
don’t see, and knows when I don’t know;
Help me see unclarity as holy invitation
and an opportunity to walk with you in
answerless devotion.”
MADISON SCOTT is the editor-inchief for The Bison. She can be
contacted at mscott9@harding.edu.

Student Writer

S

ince the invention of the Internet,
cell phones, laptops, television and
more, our communication has increased
significantly. Research done by the University
of Pennsylvania found that Americans spend
an average of 10 hours daily on technology.
Whether it be watching Netflix, working
on school or participating in Zoom calls,
this amount of technological communication
is alarming. How does this time spent on
technology affect our ability to connect with
people? Social media can be a wonderful
tool to grow closer to friends and family;
however, it is also often an excuse due to
uncomfortability in silence, comfort in our
bubbles and hesitancy to fully invest energy.
The usual assumption of solitude is
hysterical. Our thoughts go to a bald man
in the mountains sitting criss-crossed,
hands folded on a long journey emptying
the mind. After living through months of
solitude due to COVID-19 regulations,
our definition hopefully has expanded. So
many of us, introverted and extroverted,
were seeking ways to fill the void created by
the lack of physical socialization. Omegle,
Snapchat, Instagram, Netflix Party, Zooms
and TikTok are just a few examples of
platforms that soared in usage for the
ever-lonely growing population.
Shortly following, we were also researching
blue-light glasses, headache cures and yoga
YouTube channels because of the amount of

Just the Clax

L

Is technology prohibiting
true connectivity?
time spent sitting in front of screens. Why
not just give your eyes a rest and look to
God’s creation? Scripture teaches valuable
lessons about solitude, such as Jesus often
going into solitude to be with God. If we
stopped and listened in the silence, we
could learn a lot about ourselves, be it by
analyzing our opinions or observing the
world around us.

Why not just give your eyes
a rest and look to God’s
creation?
– Sophia Toth,
student writer

As Christians, we should be prepared to
be uncomfortable. Matthew 28 preaches
a powerful message, calling us to extend
ourselves to the world and proclaim the
name of Jesus. We hear a lot about lukewarm
Christians and how we should be on fire
for Jesus, but how many of us are truly
willing? This compelling message should
convince us that being a Christ follower
means following into the discomfort. We

grow when we experience, and that often
requires us to become uncomfortable.
Reaching out to f riends and fostering
relationships with new people provides
opportunities to grow and engage in the
family of followers.
I’m not trying to sugarcoat things:
Relationships are messy. We are flawed
people and have good days and bad days.
There’s a beauty in our individuality, but
it is exhausting to invest time in people
we might not initially click with. We don’t
have to be best friends with everyone, but
social media can cause us to create distance
from people. With screens dividing us, we
sometimes believe we are able to hide and
create excuses to not bond with others.
Instead of this mentality, why not embrace
individuals like Jesus did with the woman
at the well? Who knows, you might make
a new friend.
As Christians, I believe we are called
to use solitude as a time to learn, expand
outside our bubbles and not be afraid of
investing in others. We learn a lot from
others and experiences, and we are not
living out our godly potential by hiding
behind technology.
SOPHIA TOTH is a student
writer for The Bison. She can be
contacted at stoth@harding.edu.

A Hodge-Podge of Fiddle-Faddle

ast week, “Just the Clax” received a
dare. We get so little mail these days
that we can’t ignore any of it. Previously in
this space, we were challenged to write an
entire column without using the letter “E,”
and another time to craft an article wholly
in limericks. Today’s dare is to write using
nothing but reduplicated words.
Well, far be it from me to pooh-pooh a
dare, and only a fuddy-duddy would turn
down this chance to throw some razzle
dazzle into “The Bison,” so I won’t be a
namby-pamby. I can’t really predict how
coherent the results will be — they may
turn into a loosey-goosey mish-mash of
so-so clap-trap. Call me cuckoo, but I’ll
dive pell-mell into all this phoney-baloney
just the same.
Once upon a time, in a teeny-weeny house,
there lived a wishy-washy fellow named
Silly Willy. His home was chock-a-block
full of bric-a-brac, all scattered helterskelter around the room. One afternoon,
Silly Willy was watching “Looney Tunes”
and snacking on Nutter Butters and Mello
Yello, when he decided to run down to the
Piggly Wiggly to stock up on some Kit Kats
and Slim Jims.
At the store, Silly Willy paused to chitchat with a hoity-toity woman who told him
she was looking forward to the pitter-patter
of teeny-weeny feet soon. “When the itsybitsy baby comes,” she said in a sing-song
voice, “you’ll have to come see her.”
“Okey-dokey,” said Silly Willy, not sure
whether he could really pretend to be gaga over the upcoming baby. He put some
Tic-Tacs and Reese’s Pieces and a few other
knick-knacks in his cart and went to check
out. “Don’t forget the Laffy Taffy,” said the
clerk. “Yum yum,” said Silly Willy.

Michael Claxton

Narrative Columnist

Silly Willy wasn’t sure what to do next.
He could criss-cross to the park and play
on the see-saw, but he didn’t want to fall
and get a boo-boo. He could go to the rec
center and get in ship-shape playing pingpong, or he could run by the post office
to check his snail mail. Silly Willy would
always shilly-shally when it came to making
decisions. He was sure to flip-flop anyway.
“Jeepers creepers!” shouted Silly Willy
as he heard the tick-tock of the big clock
in the street. It was getting late, and he had
promised to call his girlfriend, Crazy Daisy,
and make a date for tonight. There was no
time to dilly-dally.
He hoped she would want to go see a chick
flick because they never agreed when they
went dancing. She liked to boogie-woogie,
while he preferred the “Hokey-Pokey.” They
had just been dating for a few weeks, so it
wasn’t like they were all lovey-dovey yet,
and not even a hint of hanky-panky.
He went home and made sure his hair
was tip-top, though it was hard finding a
comb in all the flotsam and jetsam of his
bathroom drawer. But once he got down to
the nitty-gritty, it was easy-peasy to make
himself look like the bee’s knees.
On the way over to pick up Crazy Daisy,
Silly Willy almost got into a fender-bender
when another driver ran higgledy-piggledy
through a traffic light. But he zig-zagged

and avoided the harum-scarum nit-wit,
and once the hub-bub was over, Silly Willy
continued on his way, thankful that the
incident hadn’t made him go pee-pee.
“Let’s watch TV,” said Crazy Daisy
when he arrived.
“Super duper!” said Silly Willy. “I like
cartoons. How about Heckle and Jeckle?
Or the Cat in the Hat?”
“Naw,” said Crazy Daisy. “Look at these
movies on Netflix: ‘Fright Night,’ ‘Kill Bill,’
‘Cellar Dweller’ . . .”
“Whoa!” said Silly Willy. “Scary movies
give me the heebie-jeebies.”
“Holy moly!” said Crazy Daisy. “Then
we’d better avoid those! Let’s look at the
handy-dandy TV guide. We could watch
‘Good Luck Chuck,’ or ‘Drop Dead Fred.’”
And so, after all the hurly-burly and
razz-matazz of deciding, Silly Willy and
Crazy Daisy settled on “Hocus Pocus.” They
made ice cream sundaes with ooey-gooey
caramel topping. After the movie, they
talked. Crazy Daisy liked Silly Willy. He
was honest, a real goody-goody. He never
gave her any flim-flam or mumbo-jumbo
or yada-yada.
That is, until she found out that he was
a counterfeiter who passed funny money.
He tried to keep it all hugger-mugger, but
soon there was tittle-tattle that he was in
double trouble. As it turned out, Silly Willy
got to hob-nob with the riff-raff in Sing
Sing. Meanwhile, Crazy Daisy fell in love
with Even Steven, and they liked to sit at
home and watch reruns of “Hee-Haw.”
That’s the end, friend. Ta ta!
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a narrative
columnist for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public it
serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Madison Scott, the editor-in-chief, at mscott9@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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WILL YOU ATTEND SPRING SING THIS YEAR?
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IN PERSON DR VIRTUALLY?

IS SPRING SING TYPICALLY A
PART OF YOUR/YOUR FAMILY'S
EASTER FESTIVITIES?

Searcy, Ark., 72149

DID YOU GO HOME FOR EASTER?

Spring Sing hosts, hostesses and ensemble perform on the George S. Benson Auditorium stage for dress rehearsal on April 14.
SPRING SING CONTINUED
“To limit the number of performers on
stage, we have pre-recorded the Jazz Band
features as well as the production numbers
with the hosts, hostesses and ensemble,”
Stockstill said. “The clubs were limited in
the number of people who could sing on the
track, and they had to sing in masks. While
the audience will be limited in numbers, the
enthusiasm and the joy of the performers
will still come through.”
Additionally, rather than having external
judges, some members of Harding faculty and
staff will judge the shows this year.
Senior Ava Montgomery, two-time Spring
Sing hostess (not including her selection
in 2020), said one of the more significant
changes to this year’s production is that they
did not perform the children’s matinee before

officially opening the show.
“[The children’s matinee] is like our
glorified dress rehearsal, and the kids are
the most fun audience,” Montgomery said.
“You can go out and mess up everything that
you’ve practiced, and they will just laugh and
cheer and love every second of it. They’re very
forgiving, and that is always so much fun,
so we’re not doing that this year because of
COVID, so that’s been a bummer, but we
totally understand.”
Montgomery said that since children will
not be able to attend a children’s matinee,
she hopes they will attend one of the shows
with their parents.
Dr. Steven Frye, chair of the theatre
department and director of Spring Sing, is
eager to reclaim what was lost last year due to
the cancellation of “Once Upon a Time.” Frye
said he made the initial proposal in November

2020 to limit Spring Sing show attendees to
students and employees. University President
David Burks made the appeal in February
2021 to host a larger audience, which was
later approved. Despite the restrictions, many
accommodations are being made to make
the production possible.
“We’re gonna do this thing, and I’m
excited,” Frye said.
Senior Hallie Martin, women’s social club
Pi Theta Phi Spring Sing director, said she is
glad the shows were moved back two weeks
because it allows more of her cast and crew
to receive the second dose of the COVID-19
vaccine to ensure a safer production.
“It’s also been a blessing since the new club
members started practicing with our show
at the beginning of February due to Club
Week being pushed back to late January,”
Martin said.

Photo by AUDREY JACKSON

Despite the changes, Montgomery also
said she is grateful for the opportunity to
perform this year and for all the memories
she has made because of it.
“S pr ing S ing — whene ver you’re
involved in it so heavily — it always feels
really important,” Montgomery said. “It’s
so wonderful to be a part of something so
much bigger than yourself, but this year in
particular carries so much more weight of
importance because we weren’t able to do it
last year, and I’m just awestruck in rehearsal
all the time … and I just think about it all
the time and just how lucky we are that we
are able to do it this year.”
Contributions from Ellie Shelton, Morgan
Gianferante and Madison Scott
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Students juggle performing in multiple Spring Sing shows
SARA MCCLARAN
student writer
While many people know Spring Sing can
be time consuming, it really rings true for a
handful of students who are involved in more
than one show.
Sophomore Abi Schliffka is a part of a
show with women’s social club Sigma Phi
Mu and another with men’s social club
Omega Phi.
“I like the experience of meeting new
people, and I figured the best way to do
that is [to] go to practices with people,”
Schliffka said.
Junior Emily Whitehorn is a part of the
ensemble, as well as women’s social club
Zeta Rho’s show.
“I danced my whole life,” Whitehorn
said. “I knew when I came to Harding I
wanted to do ensemble at some point, and
this was the first year I kind of had the
opportunity to.”
Whitehorn said that she was doing Zeta
Rho’s show because most of her friends
were in it.
Participating in more than one show
requires additional time and commitment,
so those who choose to do so attend several
practices or rehearsals a week.
“I’ve been having one [practice] every
day — at least one every single day,” Schliffka
said. “So, especially this week, I’ve just been
[going] to this practice, right afterwards
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[going] to the other practice. And when
there was vocal practice, that was even more
busy sometimes.”
Doing ensemble with another show can
take up even more time.
“It was like three practices a week for about
three or four hours at a time,” Whitehorn
said. “Now it’s like, I guess five days a week
or something, [and] then Zeta Rho is only
about once a week [for] like an hour or two
hours.”
The students have had to work hard to
keep up with their schoolwork as well.

“I had to learn what time management
is,” Schliffka said. “Even during rehearsals
sometimes I would take out my laptop and
start typing.”
Whitehorn said that sometimes she felt
like she was spending more time in rehearsals
than doing homework, and she had lost sleep
for it as well.
“It’s fine, I’ll sleep when summer comes,
and it’ll be OK,” Whitehorn said.
While Schliffka and Whitehorn would
both consider doing two shows again, not
everyone can. Sophomore Matthew Crowson

was a part of both women’s social clubs
Shantih and Pi Theta Phi shows in 2020,
but he is only doing one this semester.
“I realized toward the end just how
exhausted I was by doing two Spring Sing
shows,” Crowson said. “I was disappointed not
to be able to do both of them [last year], but
I thought for my personal health I couldn’t
commit to doing two Spring Sing shows
[this year], as much as I had wanted to.”
The students have learned a lot from
their experience, especially about dealing
with multiple kinds of people.
“I really appreciate the fact that I can
see how different people lead, and it’s just
as effective, just through different means,”
Schliffka said. “And that just shows that,
you know, there’s different personalities
and different people get along with other
types of personalities, but that’s how it is in
the real workplace. I’m learning a lot from
them as to what leadership is and how you
can still have compassion but still get stuff
done.”
Despite not doing two shows this year,
Crowson said that it was still a good experience.
“If they felt like their workload wasn’t too
much, I would definitely encourage people
to do more than one Spring Sing show,”
Crowson said. “I feel like it gives you the
experience of two different groups of people.
It really helps me not to stay biased toward
a specific group of people but rather enjoy
getting to know lots of different people.”
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Another show, another costume
BRITTY GIST
student writer
While many Spring Sing attendees only
see costumes and stage sets from afar, set
designers and costume coordinators are
tasked to pay close attention to detail and
spend much time in preparation. This year,
they had additional challenges to face.
As to be expected, all of the performers
have to wear masks during this year’s
performance. Each individual show has
found a way to make their masks match
their costumes. However, this requirement
presented itself differently for Spring Sing
hosts and hostesses. With anywhere between
11 to 14 wardrobe changes in a show, hosts
and hostesses must also ensure their costumes
are COVID-19-friendly.
Senior Spring Sing host Max Ross said
that the hosts and hostesses had to test several
variations of masks to find the one that best
fit the circumstances, including clear masks,
“singer’s masks,” wrap-around masks, shields,
fabric masks and more. The face covering
they are using, which allows them to stay safe
and protect others around them while also

giving them enough vocal freedom to not
negatively affect their sound with a mic, is a
face shield that has an attached skin-colored
chin piece to enclose their breath. However,
this change does prohibit smaller costume
pieces, such as glasses or some hats, to be
worn due to the full-face covering.
Planning costumes for a show of this
magnitude takes a lot of work and time. Katy
White, costume shop coordinator, said she
started planning in November and December,
and since then she has had weekly meetings
to run through costume ideas, plan and ensure
that the costumes match the directors’ visions
and stay under budget and within dress code.
The entire process is collaborative, so planning
ahead ensures that every costume can fit the
performers and match the mood of the song
and the theme of the show.
While the planning does involve looking
at a large thematic picture, it also requires
planning out the details. For instance, some
wardrobes might have 10 small pieces that
go with it. White said the whole process
requires organization, and people in the
theater department provide their creative
input and contributions to make it possible.

Senior Holden Montgomery, who is a
Spring Sing host, said he loves performing
because he is able to step into so many
different roles. Along with the wide range
of musical numbers he gets to perform as a
Spring Sing host, Montgomery said he gets
to experience something truly unique every
time he puts on a new costume.
“The whole theme is centered around
storytelling,” Ross said. “Costumes help us
embody what we are singing and make sure
we as performers are where we need to be
mentally to sell the number for the audience.”
Behind the scenes, the hosts and hostesses
must have help to ensure everything runs
smoothly.There is a dedicated group of students
who work in the costume shop, and they
ensure everything functions properly for the
hosts and hostesses, is appropriately tailored,
runs in a timely manner, and everything is
in its proper place for every rehearsal and
performance. In previous years, the two hosts
would share a dressing room, and the two
hostesses also shared a dressing room, as well
as some of the ensemble members. This year,
they have had to find ways to spread out and
keep their areas sanitized while under the

same pressure, time constraints and limited
space as they were in the past. Senior Emily
Cantwell has worked in the costume shop for
four years, and she said that it is an incredibly
challenging and rewarding experience.
“The work of the team members of the
shop is so important in bringing Spring
Sing to life visually,” Cantwell said. “Each
number will have an entirely different theme,
so we do our best to create the unique world
of the number while also maintaining the
overarching theme of the show.”
Although the lights, sets, music, crew,
performers, audience and costumes are crucial
to the production’s success, the support of the
community has been what has kept Spring
Sing’s tradition going.
“Spring Sing is truly an integral part of
the Harding experience, and it’s one thing
that thousands of people throughout the
years can connect to,” Montgomery said.
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From left to right: Spring Sing hosts seniors Maxwell Ross, Julie Goddard, Holden Montgomery and Ava Montgomery sing “United We Stand” in the
George S. Benson auditorium on April 14.
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‘The Willow: A Delta Nuspaper’
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Women’s social club Delta Nu creates a newspaper to advertise Spring Sing show
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KATELYN ALLEN
features editor
RACHEL BIBLE
student writer

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
SET AMET

Women’s social club Delta Nu is releasing
a special edition newspaper called “The Willow:
A Delta Nuspaper” to be released today.
Delta Nu’s Spring Sing directors, juniors
Maddy Hall and Bonnie Ritchie, pitched the
idea, and members of Delta Nu wrote, edited
and designed it to advertise their Spring Sing
show. The idea came from the finale of Delta
Nu’s Spring Sing show, which is from the
Walt Disney original musical “Newsies,” a
musical about paperboys selling newspapers
during the New York City Newsboys
Strike of 1899. Hall and Ritchie wanted
to incorporate the theme of newspapers
in their show, so the idea became a way
to creatively advertise to the student body.
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“Everyone in Delta Nu is so creative
and has so much to show the world with
their art,” Ritchie said. “Why not put it all
together and make an actual newspaper?
[We put together] something that is helpful
for Spring Sing but also shows the abilities
and talents of Delta Nu at the same time.”
Hall and Ritchie sent a Google form to
members of Delta Nu to sign up and submit
poetry, opinion articles and photography.
Junior Caroline Birdwell, a member of
Delta Nu, served as The Willow’s editor
and put the paper together. All proceeds
raised f rom the paper will go toward
the club’s Spring Sing show next year.
“There are probably 10 or 15 people
involved,” Hall said. “A lot of people [submitted]
a couple of things. I’m most excited about a
crossword puzzle.Our friend Emma put in a really
funny crossword, and I’m really excited about it.”
The six-page paper will be distributed
during the week of Spring Sing. A Google
form is available to sign up to receive
the paper for $5, and it will be delivered
to on-campus mailboxes for those who
request to receive one. The directors also
hope to distribute and sell papers in the
Student Center the week after Spring Sing.
Members of all different backgrounds
and majors came together to create this oneof-a-kind paper and show off the social club’s
creativity. Junior Alexandra Wisner wrote an
article about the video game “Skyrim” that will
be featured in the paper. Film photography,
graphic design and art from women who are
passionate about their creative outlets will also
be featured throughout the special edition.
“I’m excited to get to read it and see how
many other people were involved,”Wisner said.
“I really liked the idea, [and] I think Delta Nu
has a lot of creative people who got to show
off that side of themselves with the paper.”

Students get second chance to intern with Dry Bones Ministry
MAREN BONHAM
student writer
A group of three Harding students
go t a s e c on d c h a n c e t o i n t e r n t h i s
summer at the nonprofit ministr y
organiz ation D r y Bones in Denver.
Dry Bones is an organization that
works with people in the community
experiencing homelessness by forming
relationships and building connections.

“Dry Bones is a homeless ministry in Denver,
Colorado,” junior Braden Staggs said. “They
try to meet the needs of the homeless youth,
give food relief and try to meet the physical
needs before they meet the spiritual needs.”
Originally planning to intern last
summer, Staggs, junior Jacqueline Whitaker
and sophomore Mason Shappley will
now intern with Dry Bones this summer,
one year after their original internships
w e r e c a n c e l e d d u e t o COV I D - 1 9 .
“Most of my life, I have been taught of

what not to do with homeless people,”Whitaker
said. “This summer, I was interested in Dry
Bones because they teach their interns how
to serve, love and connect with the homeless
population, and I just have a great desire to
learn from them and their perspective on
life and also learn how to be their friend.”
Shappley also said he looks forward
to the relationships he will build and skills
he will gain from working at Dry Bones.
“I think the skills that will help me
is learning from people who have a lot of

experience with interacting with people that
have experienced things I have not,” Shappley
said. “Being able to express that in a way that
is teaching people with the love and care they
deserve because there is a lot of stigma around
homeless people, and I want to be able to express
their worth and the love God has for them.”
To learn more about Dry Bones or to
get involved, visit www.drybonesdenver.org.
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Students experience spring at
Harding, first time in two years

'

'
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Sophomore Daniel Risser and senior John Lim cross the front lawn together on April 12. This spring, students get to fully enjoy their favorite parts of the
season for the first time in two years.
HOLLAND CHUPEK
student writer
As the spring season has approached campus
and Spring Sing is taking place, this year’s
spring semester presents added excitement
for many students. After being sent home in
the middle of the spring 2020 semester, many
students are now experiencing springtime at
Harding for the first time in two years.
Last semester, after being sent home from
the Harding University in Greece program,
junior Jared Bresko said he made the best of
his situation in the pandemic while home in
Oregon.

“After Zoom class, I would take my dog
and drive up to the upper Clackamas River
and the snow,” Bresko said. “It was my safe
place in a turbulent time … Now, I look
forward to moving on from my 1A semester
of nursing school and getting to have a formal
with my clubs.”
On Searcy’s campus, Spring Sing was
coming together when COVID-19 struck.
This year, Spring Sing directors have been
working hard with their individual social
clubs for a do-over.
“I am looking forward to Spring Sing, of
course, as well as the pretty days where I can
go on bike rides, walks and study with friends,”

junior Jasmine Barnes said. “I love that so
many people come to visit for Spring Sing.”
Some students who were sent home from
the Florence, Italy, campus in 2020 said their
short time there created a stronger love for
Harding and its spring opportunities.
“I love spring at Harding,” junior Hannah
Hood said. “All the warm weather and getting
to study outside is awesome. I personally
think that everyone is happier in the spring,
and I always look forward to that. So many
people are getting engaged in the spring and
that just makes everything so happy and in
a good mood.”

The azalea bushes outside of
the science building!
– @mandylmcduffie
senior

Mild temperatures before
the humidity attacks
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–@sam_stebbins
sophomore

An April 13 questionnaire on the Harding
Student Publication’s Instagram account asked
followers about their favorite parts of spring on
Harding’s campus. Answers ranged from seeing
the trees and flowers blooming and enjoying
time outside with friends, to participating
in various spring sports and activities. The
majority of respondents included the beauty
of the campus and the community’s ability to
enjoy it in their answer.
“Hands down: the beautiful campus
and seeing our community enjoy it,” one
respondent said.

Seeing everyone studying
on the front lawn
– @brielle.sharie
senior

Watching my friends
getting to showcase
everything they’ve been
working on for so long
– @maddieee_lowryyy
freshman

Dove chicks huddle underneath a bush at Pryor Hall on April 14. A pair of
doves return every spring to raise their brood in the safety of the courtyard.
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Waldron Center hosts HU Spring Market
HANNAH SEIBERT
student writer
The Waldron Center for Entrepreneurship
is hosting the HU Spring Market Saturday
to showcase student entrepreneurs and small
business owners.
The event will be from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. on the front lawn and will feature a
variety of student businesses, giving them
an opportunity to showcase their work to
the Harding and local community.
Senior Rachel Williams, owner of Bloom
Clay Co., creates jewelry and home goods
from polymer clay and other art mediums.
She only creates one of each style, so clients
know that the piece of jewelry they are getting
is a one-of-a-kind purchase.
“These events hosted by the Waldron
Center always create a lot of traction for
my business,” Williams said. “My target
customer demographic is young women my
age, and I price my products in a range that
is affordable for college students and young
professionals.”
There will be 30 student booths, including
vendors that offer several types of products,
from jewelry, photography, clothing and art,
to fitness training or desserts.

Senior Celeste Parker, who owns “Celeste
Graphic Designs,” said this is a good way to
show prior work to gain potential clients.
Parker also sells prints, T-shirts and stickers
with her designs on them.
“I chose to be involved because I always get
asked where people can purchase my artwork,
and I figured this was a great opportunity,”
Parker said. “It is also a way to [get] my
contact info out to people if they were to
find themselves or anyone they know [that]
needed something designed.”
Parker said she is confident this event will
bring a lot of traction to her design Instagram
account, along with people seeing physical
examples of what she can do for them.
Junior Hallie Carger, who owns Hallie
Sarah Photography, said she is excited to be
participating in this event because it is her
first time to be involved, and she knows the
potential these events can have for studentowned businesses.
“I am really pumped to be participating
in this event,” Carger said. “My friend, Allie
Booth, who will also be set up with her work
at the market, decided we are going to do a
drawing for someone to win a photoshoot
by me and a drawing of hers to encourage
people to come out and support the student
businesses.”

Carger said another thing she loves about
this event is that donations and proceeds go
to Women for Harding.
“It is a really beautiful thing to be
surrounded by so many talented people who
are encouraging each other in pursuing their
dreams,” Carger said.

“I am very thankful for the role the Waldron
Center [and how it] has helped my business
grow from all the opportunities they create
for student-owned businesses,” Williams said.
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Junior Aya M’Bra shows one of her handmade wigs in the Reynolds Center on
April 14. The HU Spring Market showcases student entrepreneurs on campus.

